Petition against Roma ghettoization in Cluj
Addressed to the City Council and Mayor’s Office of Cluj-Napoca
In late March 2010, deputy mayor of Cluj-Napoca, Mr. Attila László told the press that to find a solution for the approximately 1500 Roma living on the Cantonului and Coastei streets and in Pata Rat, local government leaders take into account moving them to the landfill area near Pata Rat (http://www.citynews.ro/cluj/din-oras-10/primaria-muta-romii-de-la-pata-rat-cu-o-parcela-mai -now on-77,329 /). 

With this "solution", the multicultural city of Cluj lags well behind European Commission’s recommendations regarding desegregation and inclusion policies, or those referring to the need of decision-making with the involvement of Roma communities – ideas reiterated this week at the second Roma European Summit (http://www.nieuwsbank.nl/en/2010/04/09/H007.htm). 

According to the vice-mayors statements, the City Council began to consider a draft resolution seeking to identify landowners in Pata Rat to obtain the land area where to establish Roma people from Cantonului and Coastei streets and from beyond. Further than the total neglect of dangers of ethnic segregation, there is no attention paid to the fundamental problem these people are faced with: the lack of ownership and the related lack of permanent identity documents, which could ensure the safety of their everyday life. 

These recent proposals and decisions were taken in the spirit of the usual practices of local authorities, i.e. without consulting representatives of Roma communities and without even warning the affected people. For more than ten years they have been taken by surprise by several forced evacuations and removals from one place to another, thus becoming victims of the increasingly severe residential segregation that reproduces and aggravates all the problems they face, from access to quality school education, through access to decent work, to institutional discrimination. Neither now, nor other times, Roma organizations were not offered a legal framework for discussing this matter, authorities did not consult with them and when approached by them, their opinions were neglected. Moreover, although there are some ethnic Roma persons in local authorities, at the County Council and the Prefecture, or at the City Hall of Cluj, they have not taken an official stance against the ghettoization of Roma in the city. This shows that the positions they occupy are not sufficiently independent to serve the interests of those whom they should represent, but are subordinated to the decisions of these structures of power. 

We call the attention of the City Council and the Mayor’s Office of Cluj that their new project is a project of ethnic ghettoization, being a manifestation of institutional discrimination and so a grave violation of human rights, with severe consequences on the chronic socio-economic exclusion and non-recognition of Roma as integral part of the city. The signatories of this petition are demanding to urgently stop this project and develop strategies that effectively ensure durable decent living conditions for all the citizens of Cluj.  
You may support our demand by signing the petition posted in Romanian language at: 
http://www.petitieonline.ro/petitie-p19395057.html
Cluj, 11.04.2010.
Pavel Doghi, president of Amare Phrala Association
Enikő Vincze, professor Babeș-Bolyai University, member of the Romani Criss board
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