LETTER

For the support of values of a social Europe

In the attention of

Romanian Government and Presidency, and  

European Commission  

In 2010, the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion, the Romanian state enforces the most extreme measures on the public domain, including budgetary salaries, social protection and policies for equal opportunities, which affects all vulnerable groups, and in particular the Roma population.  

Actions of the Romanian Government aggravate the poverty of disadvantaged groups and masses of employees from the feminized domains of activity (such as education and health care). Institutions created during the integration of Romania into the European Union that had to safeguard the implementation of politics for equal opportunities and anti-discrimination (regarding both gender relations and disadvantaged ethnic minorities) are endangered by abolition (like the National Agency for Roma) or were already annihilated (for example the National Agency for Equal Opportunities Between Women and Men).    

Our government administers economic crises by protecting the political and economic elite, and by getting rid of its own mechanisms and institutions that at least promised the access to a decent life for all. Mass media politicizes poverty and calls for responsibility in the logic of the permanent battle for power. Non-governmental organizations are helpless in the face of intensification of poverty in the communities that they work with. And the European Union remains weak vis-à-vis its member states when it comes to the implementation of its recommendations regarding social affairs. All these prove that in Romania the value system of a social Europe remains a rhetoric disconnected from economic reality.     

Under these conditions, unfortunately, debates about economic redistribution (whose appearance otherwise is salutary) do not sustain the ideal of social justice and do not support people’s empowerment in the fight for their economic and social rights. On the contrary, it could happen that the increase of impoverishment (while some remain privileged) – in the name of meritocracy and competition – might foster attitudes according to which the poor should handle the problems of their own, as they would be responsible for their situation. Street manifestations of disadvantaged groups or claims for social protection do not produce the desired effects. Contrary, there is the danger that different vulnerable social categories may contest each other in terms of who deserves more and who deserves less social protection. Eventually social demands might be ethnicized/racialized, and this may possible foster the appearance/strengthening of ethno-nationalist xenophobia and extremism. We call attention about the risk that on the base of economic crises ethnic Roma and Roma women are exposed to extreme poverty and anti-Gypsy racism, to multiple exclusion and discrimination.        

With this letter we demand the Romanian Government and Presidency to consider in its anti-crises measures all the international conventions that it signed, and also its own previous determination to support equal opportunities, social justice and access to decent life for all, and – with the occasion of its planned restructuring – to guarantee the integration of these principles in all of its institutional structures and policies. Likewise, through this letter, we attract the attention of the European Commission on the recent measures from Romania, which undermine the value system of a social Europe, and we call its decision-makers to scrutinize on the implementation of their recommendations in Romania, too. Predominantly and repeatedly we require determined actions from the Romanian Government for facilitating the implementation of programs supported by European funds that might have a vital contribution to easing the effects of economic crises. In this way Romanian decision-makers might and should prove their commitment both towards the country’s status of EU Member State and its population. 
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Professor Enikő Vincze, PhD, president of Foundation Desire, Cluj 

Letiția Mark, president of the Roma Women’s Association For Our Children, Timișoara

